
We live in the world where all of the following exists:  
1. LGBTQ people! With widely varying experiences and convictions regarding their 

sexuality.  
2. Traditionalists that believe that same-sex sexual relationships are outside of 

God's plan for the human race and that any questioning of that is disregarding 
the authority of the Bible. 

3. Reformists saying that the Bible has been completely misread and that God 
blesses same-sex unions, anything else is the continuation of oppression of 
LGBTQ people that has been going on for centuries. 

4. Third Way-ers that believe what the Bible says about same-sex relationships is 
either unclear, or not clear enough to make a doctrine on, or that doctrines are 
not nearly as important as relationships (we agree to disagree and still have 
church unity), thus we can allow for a wide range of views within the body of 
Christ, and even within a church. 

5. A strong divide between the LGBTQ community and churches.  
6. People who claim that their sexual orientation has changed, or that they feel 

capable of marrying the opposite sex while still having same-sex attraction.  
7. People who feel they have been damaged by efforts to change their sexual 

orientation.  
8. LGBTQ followers of Jesus sensing God calling them to live celibate lives and  
9. LGBTQ followers of Jesus sensing God's encouragement and blessing for them 

to pursue same-sex relationships. !
How can we make sense of all of this? Can we learn something from each of these 
realities? Can we be united as followers of Jesus despite our differences in how we 
read the Bible on this matter? And in what practical ways can we be more loving and 
supporting of LGBTQ people, regardless of our or their viewpoints, and bridge the 
divide between LGBTQ people and the church to ultimately remove any 
unnecessary barriers between them and Jesus.   !
To help answer these question we will look in the LGBT community themselves for 
input. We will be exploring different perspectives each evening together with 
examples of actual people who are trying to live their lives accordingly. Different 
perspectives on sexual orientation and the Christian faith not only exist outside of 
the LGBT community, but very much so also inside of it. What can we learn from the 
various stories of LGBTQ people and the conclusions they have come to for their 
own lives, based on their experiences and faith? Some evenings we will have guest 
speakers presenting a certain perspective so that we can ask them some of the 
many questions we may have about their perspective and experience. !
The goal of this small group is to encourage each participant to embark on their own 
journey with God in trying to deepen their understanding of this matter by exploring 
different ideas and questions while trusting God to lead them in truth.


